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Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I  deal  briefly  in  this  report  with  matters  within 
my  responsibility  regarding  public  health  and  preventive 
medicine 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  . . 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  .. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


•  #  • 

•  •  • 


•  • 


•  •  • 

•  »  « 


52,551 
8,527 
2,007 
£45,580 
£179.  11. 


6 . 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births 

-  Legitimate 

66 

67 

133 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

68 

71 

139 

Still  Births 

-  Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

— 

2 

1 

— —  MX 

ii 

II 

11 

Rate 

for  District 

Rate 

for 

Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births 


16.3 
10.9 

14.4 


England  &  Wales 

15.8 

11.6 

29.8 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

5 

"  51  lung,  bronchus 

— 

1 

"  "  breast 

— 

2 

M  ''  uterus 

— 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

7 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

— 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

6 

14 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

4 

Influenza 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

11 

11  pj 

II  VO 

11 

(i 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 

AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  J.  Young,  M 

[.B.  ,  Ch.B.  ,  D.P.H. 

Camb 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for 

the  Leicestershire 

and 

Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  which  this  District  is  included. 

Sanitary  Inspector  -  G.E.  Wells,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Examination;  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
Meat  and  Other  Poods  and  Certificates  General  Hygiene  and 
Sanitary  Engineering. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Surveyor  of  the  Rural  District. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  following 
during  the  year  at 


examinations  from  your  area  were  carried  out 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Leicester 


Faeces 
Throat  Swab 
Sputum 
Blood  ... 

Ear  Swab  . . . 

Pus  from  Abscess  .  ... 

Midstream  Urine  ..  ... 

Pus  ...  ...  «o. 

Pus  from  Breast  Abscess 
Chloros  ...  ...  ... 

Vaginal  Swab  and  Two  Smears 

Wound  Swab  .  . 

Faeces  and  Vomit  .  ... 

Swab  from  Ulcer  of  Leg  . 

Blood  and  Films  . .  ... 

Catheter  Urine  . 

Nose  Swab  . .  ...  ... 

Pleural  Fluid  ...  ... 

Pleural  Effusion  and  Sputum 
Blood,  Catheter  Urine,  Faeces 
Pus  from  Cervical  Abscess 


56 

28 

26 

18 

8 

5 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Water 

Milk 


•  «  » 


•  O  • 
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67 

21 


1 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  195r 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

Notified 

6 

to  Hospital 

6 

Deaths 

Dysentery 

11 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

— 

- 

Erys ipelas 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

— 

- 

Meas le  s 

27 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

A  case  of  Salmonella  infection  was  also  reported. 

Scarlet  fever  The  Scarlet  fever  cases  were  of  a  mild  type 

Infantile  Paralysis  During  the  summer  there  was  a  widespread 

epidemic  of  this  disease  throughout  the  country. 

In  this  District  we  had  six  cases.  Two  were  boys  staying 
as  members  of  a  School  Camp  assisting  with  the  harvest.  The 
remainder  consisted  of  a  boy,  aged  16  who  was  the  son  of  a  baker, 
a  baby  aged  7  months,  a  girl,  aged  10  and  a  man,  aged  29.  The 
latter  case  was  of  the-  non-paralytic  type. 


AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

10 

10 

15 

15 

20 

20  35 
35  45 

45 

55 

65  and 
over 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

;  Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

—  i 

—  ; 

1 

2 

1 

2  i 

2 

— 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

- 

— 

—  i 

—  j 

3 

1 

— 

— : 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

—  : 

—  ; 

— 

— 

— 

— : 

2 

— 

— 

i  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

—  j 

■  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

:  Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

— 

1 

—  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

5 

7 

5 

—  : 

7 

1 

— 

— ; 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— . 

—  I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i  Salmonella  infeoti 

on 

— 

— 

—  i 

—  ; 

— 

1 

— 

—  : 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculos is 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Groups 

Pulmonary  j 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

t 

M 

F 

M  . I 

F 

M 

F  M  F 

Under 

5 

1 

_  ; 

—  — 

5  - 

15 

- 

— 

1 

2 

— 

—  —  — 

1  15  - 

25 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1  25  - 

35 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

35  - 

45 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

i  45  - 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

—  —  *“* 

Two  of  the  twelve  cases  notified  were  members  of  the  Royal 
Air  Force  stationed  at  an  Aerodrome  in  the  District.  The 
total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  Register  in  the 
District  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  32. 
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sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area 

Water  Supply 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  :- 


( a )  from  wells  .  . .  14 

(b)  from  pipe  supply  .  6 

Results  from  samples  taken  :- 

(a)  from  wells  -  satisfactory  6 

unsatisfactory  8 

(b)  from  pipe  supply  -  satisfactory  6 

unsatisfactory  Nil 

Number  of  wells  : 

( a )  cl  os  ed  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  . ,  «  1 

(b)  cleansed,  repaired  etc.  . ..  ...  4 


Number  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  was  provided:  6 
Number  of  Parishes  with  piped  water  supply  :- 

( a)  from  public  mains  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  from  private  reservoirs  .  9 

Number  of  Parishes  without  a  piped  water  supply:  12 


The  general  position  with  regard  to  Water  Supplies  in  the 
Oakham  Rural  District  is  now  improving.  The  usual  shortage 
experienced  in  the  Whissendine  district  in  the  Autumn  months  was 
not  so  marked  in  1950,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  considerable 
progress  had  been  made  with  the  work  of  laying  the  new  pipe-line 
from  Market  Overton  through  Teigh  to  Whissendine.  In  view  of 
previous  complaints  at  Teigh  I  am  glad  to  know  that  a  suitable 
water  supply  has  been  made  available  in  that  village.  At  Manton 
also,  the  supply  position  has  undergone  some  improvement  by  the 
provision  of  an  auxiliary  supply  from  another  source,  and  the 
replacement  of  the  defective  pump  of  the  main  supply. 

Water  has  also  been  made  available  from  the  supply  of  the 
Cottesmore  R.A.F.  Station  to  part  of  the  village  of  Cottesmore, 
and  further  extensions  of  existing  mains  at  G-reetham  are  under 
c  ons iderat ion . 

On  March  15th,  1950?  an  Engineering  Inspector  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  visited  the  District  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  survey  of  the  water  supplies  available  in  the  area.  Since  then 

the  pipes  and  fittings  required  to  give  the  much  needed  supply  to 
the  village  of  Edithweston  have  been  delivered,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  work  of  main-laying  there  will  be  commenced  shortly. 

Particulars  of  the  supplies  to  the  villages  where  the  Oakham 
Rural  District  has  water  undertakings  are  as  follows  :- 


Piped  to 

Houses 

Houses  supplied 

from  stand-pipes 

Farm 

supplies 

Empingham 

101 

54 

12 

Manton 

43 

37 

5 

Market  Overton 

52 

59 

7 

Barrow 

7 

11 

2 

Whissendine 

88 

83 

— 

Gree  tham 

— 

120 

— 

•  291 

'  36 4 

26 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


\ 


https://archive.org/details/b29934072 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 


3 

Nil 

362 


Number  of  cesspools  constructed  during  the  year 
Number  of  cesspools  abolished  during  the  year 
Total  number  on  31st.  December,  1950 

Attention  was  given  and  repairs  were  carried  out  to 
existing  sewers  in  Market  Overton  and  Langham  and  other  villages 
during  the  course  of  1950.  Periodical  attention  to  minor 
defects  at  the  various  Sewerage  Works  has  also  been  given,  and 
at  Whissendine  the  Council  has  arranged  for  a  Contractor  to  be 
engaged  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  the  Works  in  place  of 
the  man  previously  employed  for  the  work.  Alterations  were 
also  carried  out  during  the  course  of  the  year  to  the  village- 
settling  tank  provided  for  disposal  of  sewage  at  Cottesmore  to 
make  this  more  efficient. 

Neither  of  the  proposed  Sewerage  Schemes  for  Market  Overton 
and  Langham,  referred  to  in  my  previous  report,  have  yet  been 
commenced,  but  one  of  the  Ministry’s  Engineering  Inspectors  held 
an  inquiry  on  September  26th.  into  the  Market  Overton  Scheme, 
and,  I  understand  that  modifications  suggested  by  him  are  now 
having  the  attention  of  your  Consulting  Engineers,  so  that  the 
proposals  may  have  the  full  support  of  the  Ministry. 

Closet  Accommodation 


Total  number  in  the  District 


Privies  ...  . 

Pail  Clos ets  ...  ... 

Water  Closets  ...  ... 

Number  of  closets  converted 
during  the  year 

Privies  . 

Pail  Closets  ...  ... 


Number  of  privies 

yso-i*  o*  •  o  #  *oo  « 


converted 


e  • 


at  the  end  of  ^950  i - 


000 

000 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 
0  0  0 

0  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 


24 
1  ,512 
471 


to  the  water  carriage  system 


000 

000 


Nil 

4 


to  pail  closets  during  the 


000  00 


Nil 


Public  Cleansing 

Eleven  of  the  villages  in  the  District  -  Cottesmore,  Exton, 
Empingham,  Edith  Weston,  Langham,  Market  Overton,  G-reetham, 
Tickencote,  Manton,  Thistleton  and  Y/hitwell  are  now  provided 
with  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse  carried  out  by  the  Contractors 
on  behalf  of  the  Council,  and  a  fortnightly  collection  is  also 
provided  at  Barleythorpe  and  Braunston.  A  partial  removal  is 
provided  for  Ashwell,  Barrow,  Whissendine,  Braunston,  Hambleton, 
Gunthorpe,  Lyndon  and  Teigh.  Weekly  collections  of  refuse  by 
the  Council  are  also  carried  out  at  the  Married  Quarters  of  the 
R.A.F.  Stations  at  Cottesmore  and  Edith  Weston. 

The  first  named  eleven  villages  are  provided  with  a  weekly 
scavenging  system  of  night-soil  carried  out  by  Contractors  on 
behalf  of  the  Council.  Cesspools  at  Empingham  are  emptied  by 
contract . 

T  understand  that  further  consideration  is  to  be  given  by 
the  Council  to  the  question  of  scavenging  by  direct  labour. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA 


'The  particulars  given  under  this  Heading  are  for  all 
purposes  including  particulars  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report;- 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  .  412 

Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  366 

Nature  of  Inspections  Inspections  Re-visits 


Dwelling  Houses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

613 

695 

Tents ,  Vans ,  etc  . 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

3 

5 

Slaughter  houses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Dairies  and  cowsheds 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

19 

Offensive  trades  ... 

•  •  9 

•  •  • 

~ 

Animal  keeping  ... 

•  •  0 

•  09 

11 

23 

Workshops,  etc.  ... 

•  •  0 

9  9  9 

24 

25 

Shops 

•  0  • 

•  99 

18 

37 

Other  premises 

•  •  e 

•  •• 

404 

551 

1083 

1355 

The  Sanitary  Inspector 

made 

646  visits  to  the 

various 

parishes  of  the  District,  In  addition  35  visits  were  made 
outside  the  District. 

Notices 


Preliminary 

Hous ing 

Other 

Outstanding  1st  January 

2 

1 

Issued  during  the  year 

304 

60 

Complied  with  during  year 

306 

60 

Statutory  action  necessary 

1 

6 

Outstanding  31st  December 

Nil 

1 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1st  January 

17 

— 

Issued  during  the  year 

1 

6 

Complied  with  during  year 

1 

5 

Statutory  action  necessary 

— 

— 

Outstanding  31st  December 

17 

1 

Shops 

18  inspections  and  37  re-visits  were  made  to  shops  in  the 
district  during  the  year  and  action  was  taken  under  the  Shops 
Act  in  respect  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  one  shop. 

Camping  Sites 

Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for 

camping  purposes  during  the  year  .  2 

Number  of  camping  sites  for  which  licences 

have  been  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  during  Summer  months  .  9 

(This  figure  does  not  include  the  campers  resident  in 
various  officially  organised  Agricultural  and  Services 
Camps  in  the  District) 


Regulated 

Buildings 

Number  in 
District 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Action  General 

taken  Conditions 

Tents , 
Sheds  , 

Vans , 
etc . 

3 

5 

Alternative 
accommodation 
offered  in 
*ne  case. 

One 

Un¬ 

satis¬ 

factory. 

6- 


ft 


1 


V 


. 


t 


*  ‘  ; 


H  0  U  S  ING 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  dur ing  the  Year . 


(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  bouses 

inspected  for  bousing  defects  (under 

tbe  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  6 1 3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  tbe  purpose  ..  1,308 


( ii) 

( iii) 


(iv) 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  and  Housing  Survey  16 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  30f 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . . .  299 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  under 
Housing  Acts  :- 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Council  (in  default  of  owners 

carrying  out  work)  Nil 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  5 

by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

by  Council  .  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  :- 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  the  Demolition  Orders  -  Nil 


Housing  Act, _ Part  IV,  Overcrowding 

(i)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . 

(iv)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


13 

15 

83 


Nil 

L 

35 
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Provision  of  New  Houses  During  the  Year 

In  January  1950  the  two  remaining  houses  under  construction 
at  Market  Overton  were  completed  and  occupied.  Since  then  the 
Council  have  built  twelve  houses  in  the  parish  of  Exton,  and  work 
on  four  at  Teigh  and  six  at  Thistleton  has  been  commenced.  The 
Council  has  also  converted  an  ex-R.A.F.  building  at  Woolfox  to 
form  two  dwellings.  In  addition  five  houses  were  completed  by 
private  owners,  and  ten  others  by  the  R.A.F.  Authorities  at  the 
Married  Quarters  at  Edithweston.  Other  houses  were  also  under 
construction  at  the  R.A.F.  Married  Quarters  at  Cottesmore 
Aerodrome  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  on  the  Housing 
-Register  at  31st  December  was  157* 

INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

Number  of  Dairies  (not  being  Farm  Premises)  on  Register  2 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding  from  previous  year 
Contraventions  found  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Contraventions  remedied  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding  31st  December,  1950 

During  the  year  21  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 


9  inspections  were  made  of  Meat  Shops,  Meat  Stores  etc., 
and  26  inspections  of  premises  where  food  other  than  meat  is 
kept  or  prepared  for  sale. 

The  following  quantities  of  food  were  condemned  during 
1950  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Two  60  lb  cases  of  Australian  rabbits. 

Ten  tins  of  milk. 

One  tin  each  of  soup,  beans  and  mincemeat. 

One  bar  of  chocolate. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses 

In  Jan.  1950  In  Dec.  1950 


Number  registered  ...... 

Number  licensed  ......  9  0 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  other  than  at  times 

of  s laughter  ...  ».o  ...  ...  ...  ....  o 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  YOUNG. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


10,  High  Street , 
Melton  Mowbray. 


C: 


